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ABSTRACT

This study aims to determine the differences in cognitive learning outcomes (in the form of
pre-test and post-test scores) of students in class X IPA 1 as a control class and class XI IPA 4
as experimental class at SMA N 1 Bengkulu Tengah, by providing treatment using the Word
Walls. This type of research is Quasi Experiment. The population is eleventh grade students of
SMA N 1 Bengkulu Tengah with 368 students. From this population, 37 students were taken
as samples. Each class is 35 students X1 IPA 1 and 35 students XI MIPA 4. Research data were
collected through writing tests and documentation. The results showed a significant change in
the experimental class with an average value of 71.63 while in the control class an average
value of 58,37. The post-test results show that the Word Walls strategy can improve students'
writing skills. Thus, the Word Walls strategy can be one of effective strategy to increase
students® writing ability.

Keywords: Word Walls Strategy, Writing, Descriptive Text.

1. INTRODUCTION

English is the first foreign language in Indonesia and is taught as a subject in more than 100
different nations. All students gain both productive and receptive language abilities while
learning English, particularly writing skills. Word walls and interactive word walls are tools
used to promote reading and language arts instruction, while semantic maps are visual
organizers that help students recognize key concepts and relate to one another. An interactive
word wall provides graphic components to demonstrate word meanings and organize words
according to themes to encourage learning. It can be challenging for both students and teachers
to teach writing comprehension, with some students finding it difficult to develop writing
comprehension and others coming up with original ways to teach kids to write with

comprehension. This is exemplified by the issue at one of the Central Bengkulu schools, where
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the teacher gave students a sample text and instructs them to rewrite it before having them

recount the story in accordance with the writing.

Word walls are visual tools that help children improve their visual word recognition skills and
recall associations between words. They are a display of frequently used visual words sorted
by age, category, or classification on the wall of the classroom. Half of the walking words
encountered in elementary-level reading come from the Dolce List of 220 Basic Sight Words.
The main objective of word walls is to help students recognize words with ease and up keep of
word knowledge, and eventual development of automatic word reading. The word walls in
elementary schools should have between 110 and 120 words when they are finished, with an

average of five high-frequency words.

Writing is a type of knowledge that is only manifested when it is applied to a certain activity.
It involves more than just the language system to write, but also presents substantial difficulties
to our cognitive systems for thinking and memory. Writing and thinking are essentially twins,
and those who write well are seen as having deep thought processes. Descriptive texts describe
the world's objects, inhabitants, or settings, and students can use their imagination and
perceptual sense to provide the reader with the ability to hear, taste, smell, see, and feel the

subject. Writing is the hardest skill to master while studying a foreign language.

Writing is a difficult skill for both native and non-native speakers, as it requires a variety of
skills such as organization, content, purpose, vocabulary, audience, and mechanics. Ability is
the ability to express ideas, thoughts, and feelings in written symbols in a way that others or
readers can understand them. Even fluent English-speakers sometimes have trouble writing or
comprehending articles, but the majority of Indonesian students actually had trouble learning

English, especially in writing. This is due to a lack of enthusiasm in learning how to write.

Writing is a means of creating language and conveying ideas, feelings, and opinions. It involves
combining thoughts and assessing how to explain and organize them into a declarative and
comprehensible paragraph. It also entails the creation of a logically worded definition. Writing
is the most challenging of the four abilities since the writer must be able to communicate
effectively. It enables us to engage and share our thoughts, experiences, and opinions in order

to ensure a constructive relationship with society.
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Writing ability is the ability to use written language to communicate thoughts, ideas, opinions,
reactions, and sentiments. Composition is the process of linguistically placing concepts into
sentences in a thorough and comprehensible manner. Text is the end product of writing action
and can result in texts like descriptive texts, procedure texts, report texts, and narrative texts.

The most important details in this text are the four reasons why children should be taught to
write. According to Harmer (Harmer, 1998), it's crucial to teach writing to kids learning English
as a second language. Caswell believes that teaching writing is important because it provides
additional possibilities for language processing, or thinking about the language. Six different
causes exist for why people write: writing to inform or clarify, persuasion writing, writing in
class, business writing, and social writing. Writing to inform or clarify is the first type of

writing, while persuasion writing is the second type of writing.

Writing in class is the third choice, while business writing is the fourth type of writing. Social

writing is the fifth type of writing.

Word wall exercises are an instructional tool that can help pupils learn the topic more
effectively. Word walls are a collection of vocabulary that has been organized thematically and
exhibited in huge letters on a classroom wall. Word wall games are enjoyable methods for
learning high-frequency words and enhancing word recognition through active and visual word
interaction. Word walls are an instructional tool that must be used, not only displayed or
observed, and can engage students in developing and using activities, as well as enhancing
study group activities. Games can sharpen cognitive abilities and intellect in dealing with

artificial or conflictual game challenges, but they can also be detrimental.

Therefore, it is important to make games education that directs students in learning activities.
The Word Wall Game Quis method is an instructional game that involves students actively
participating in "doing" science to acquire a greater grasp of science and be more interested in
it. It requires active involvement of students and is proven to increase learning achievement
and children's attitudes towards Science and Mathematics. It also aids in the development of
critical thinking, positive attitude, vocabulary knowledge, and conceptual understanding, as
well as scientific literacy and a grasp of scientific processes. Word barriers are a method for
teaching linguistic concepts, and the Word Walls Technique involves grouping a number of
words into a high-frequency appropriate sight that can be labeled or posted on the school wall

for kids to quickly scan and understand.
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW

The Word Wall Method is a teaching tool used by some scientists to help students learn
vocabulary and give them words to use as the basis for their work. According to Sita
(Ratnaningsih & Azizah, 2019), the study's findings suggest that when instructing writing
lessons, teachers should be aware of the shortcomings and difficulties of their students and use
error analysis as a guide to the remedial lesson. The teacher analyzes the pupils' work on a
regular basis to keep track of their progress and can concentrate on the areas that lead the
students to make mistakes. Vintner et al. (2015) found that secondary school pupils were taught
by teachers using the Word Wall approach, who improved their vocabulary development and
concept mapping abilities, and the effectiveness of the Word Wall method was high at lower
levels, such as elementary school students. Sartika, R. (2017) found that the Word Wall Method
encourages students in developing descriptive text, and the results show that more than 50% of
student responses to the use of Word Walls, a teaching tool for encouraging the use of
descriptive language, received positive feedback. The teaching and learning process for English
must therefore be as engaging as possible The author concluded that Word Walls are a useful
tool for improving learners' writing abilities, as evidenced by the pupils' post-test results being
better than their pre-test results. Additionally, Word Walls are thought to be an effective
teaching tool for teaching descriptive texts. A word wall is a list of words that is written and
displayed in a classroom, and writing instruction is broken down into three phases: modeling,
collaborative text construction, and independent text construction. To use the Word Wall
technique, the teacher assigned the pupils the task of writing descriptions, and the instructor
learned from the task's outcomes that employing a Word Wall to teach descriptive writing is

effective.
3. METHODOLOGY

This study is being carried out in a semi-experimental manner, using a quasi-
experimental design. The term "Experimental” is used to define randomized experimental
design or randomized experimental design, while the phrase "Quasi-Experimental Design" is

used to describe non-random designs. Two variables independent and dependent are employed
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in quasi-experimental research, with the word walls strategy serving as the independent
variable and writing comprehension as the dependent variable. The researchers noted two
things both before and after the experiment, referred to as pre-test and post-test, respectively.
During the pre- and post-tests, the researcher taught the experimental class using the word walls
technique. The world walls methodology was then evaluated to see if it was effective as a
replacement strategy to improve students' writing comprehension. The following table
illustrates the research design:

Table 3.1 : Research Design

Class | Pre- Treatment | Post-
Where :
T
X1 IPA 4 = Eksperimental Class test est
X1 IPA 1 = Control Class X101 | X Oz
01 = Pre-Test Results for Students IPA
02 = Students' Post-Test Results 1
X1 = Pre-Questioning-Based  Treatment
Q g XI |01 | X 0
X2 = Therapy without Questioning in Advance
. IPA
a. Population
. 4
Population is a group of people connected by shared

information, studied by Creswell (2012). The study focused on the entire Senior High School
Negeri 01 Bengkulu Tengah student body, with the eleventh graders divided into four classes

based on population affordability.

b. Sample
A sample is a distinct portion of a statistical population whose features are studied to gain
additional knowledge. To make generalizations, the researcher will look at a subset within the
target population. Purposive sampling strategies were used to select samples for this study,
with XI IPA 1 and XI IPA 4 selected based on observation of their worth over a semester and

interview with teacher English. The table displays the sample distribution.
The researcher pre- and post-tests on both the experimental and control classes to assess the

effectiveness of the pre-questioning technique in the teaching of writing skills at SMA Negeri

01 Bengkulu Tengah. The results of the pre-test and post-test were used to compile the data for
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the investigation. The pre-test focused on writing descriptive content, while the post-test
assessed how much the intervention had advanced the students' academic writing skills. The
researcher was able to pinpoint the significant achievement gap between the experimental and
control groups by comparing the students' post-test results.

A writing competence exam is a tool used to evaluate the writing skills of two groups of pupils.
Pre- and post-tests are similar in format and content, but differ in terms of timing and goals.
The research gives the pupils a pre-test following the first encounter and encourages them to
compose a descriptive paragraph before treatment. The word walls method is used to educate
the students how to write well, and the researcher provides 10 questions at the end of the course
to gauge their writing skills. The goal of this exam is to examine whether the children's writing
skills have improved as a result of the use of therapies. The instrument test's specifications
include grade, level, and sets of requirements for the Content, Organization, Vocabulary,

Language Usage, and Mechanics parts.

The experiment approach involves data processing, which involves administering a trial test to
students who are not a member of the experimental or control groups. To ascertain the test's
validity and reliability, the researcher conducted item analysis and an analysis based on the
students' try-out results. Validity is the ability to interpret test results in a relevant and
acceptable manner. Content validity is based on objectives and the views of subject matter
experts, while item validity is based on the material and is in line with the learning objectives
defined in the school and supported by the curriculum. Reliability is a tool for measurement,

which depends on how consistently it measures the thing it is intended to measure.

The most important details in this text are the two tests used to assess the validity of a test. The
first test is the Kolmogorov-Smirnov method, which seeks to establish the normality of the data
gathered from each variable. The second test is the Levene statistic test, which establishes if
the variance is constant for samples from different classes. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov method
is used to determine if the data come from a regularly distributed population, while the Levene
statistic test is used to determine if the data come from a population that is not normally
distributed. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov method is used to establish the normality of the data
gathered from each variable, while the Levene statistic test is used to determine if the variance

is constant for samples from different classes.
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The Kolmogorov-Smirnov method is used to establish the normality of the data gathered from
each variable, while the Levene statistic test is used to determine if the variance is constant for
samples from different classes. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov method is used to establish the
normality of the data The Independent-samples T-test was used to assess the effectiveness of
the group writing method on the students' descriptive writing. If the results showed a p-value
or sig (2-tailed) higher than the significance threshold of Sig = 0.05 (5%), the null hypothesis
is accepted. If the p-value is smaller than Sig = 0.05 (5%), the alternative hypothesis is
accepted. The Paired T-Test was used to compare the effectiveness of the experimental and
control groups' students' writing abilities.

The Paired T-Last test phase was used to compare or determine the difference in mean score
between two unrelated samples. In the post-test, the students were asked to provide focused

responses to a question.
4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
1. Result

The research found that during the academic year 2021-2022, at SMAN 01 Bengkulu Tengah,
in the eleventh grade, word walls were used more frequently. The results of the research were
found based on data analysis and the SPSS 25 edition of the program was used to analyze the

collected data. The tests performed prior to and following treatment were reviewed and

assessed.
Provides Statistics for the Experimental Group.
Descriptive Statistics Pre-test scores for the sample (N) of 35
Siq | Students from the experimental class ranged from
Mini | Maxi | Mea | Deviati | 48 to 75, with an average of 60,91, as indicated in
N jmumjmum) n | °" | the table above. The lowest and highest post-test
Pre-Test 35| 48 75| 60,9| 7,942 ] )
values are 59 and 84, respectively, while the
Kelas 1
Eksperimen median post-test value is 71,63.
Post-Test 35| 59| 84[716| 6,150 A Summary of the Control Group's Statistics
Kelas 3
Eksperimen Descriptive Statistics

65



Jadila: Journal of Development and Innovation

in Language and Literature Education

Publisher: Yayasan Karinosseff Muda Indonesi

A sample (N) of 35 students is used in the Mini | Maxi Std.
control class, and the pre-test value fluctuates
from 44 to 71 with an average of 61,46. Today,
the post-test value has a mean of 9,412 and a control class 46

range of 31 to 79.

The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was used to

E-ISSN: 2723-6900
P-ISSN: 2745-9578
Volume 3 Number 1, 2023
Page 59-72

mu | mu | Me | Deviat
N m m an ion
Pre-Test of 35| 44| 71| 61,| 7,504

Post-Testof | 35| 31| 79| 58, 9,412

control class 37

assess the data’s homogeneity and normalcy. Results were considered normal if the significance

of the test results was more than 0.05. When the significance level fell below 0.05, the test's

distribution was not normal.

The Nomality Data Test of Pre-Test Score Results

The Kormogorov-Smirnov test of the pre-

test in the experimental class revealed that the

Kolmogorov-
Smirnov? Shapiro-Wilk
Sig. |
Kol no
Stati Statistic
stic | Df | Sig. | Statistic| Df ,123
,121 | 35 | 0,20 ,949 35 0,103
0

significance was 0,200 based on the
aforementioned data. It had a magnitude greater
than 0.05. This proved that the statistics were

accepted as being usual.

Examining the normality of the control group’s pre-test scores

The significance for the pre-test in the | Kolmogorov-

control class was 0,200, as determined by the Smirnov® Shapiro-Wilk
results of the Kormogorov-Smirnov test. The | S Statist
. stic | df | Sig. ic Df Sig.
results were determined to be normal because
123[35,200( ,931 | ,35 0,092
0,931 is more than 0,05.
Levene Statistic dfl df2 Sig
According to the homogeneity of
. N 3,181 1 6 07
variance test, the significant value was 0,079.
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Although 0,079 was less than the alpha threshold of 0,05, it was discovered that the variances

of each test varied.
2. Discussion

The Word Walls therapeutic approach started with the same levels of writing proficiency as
the experimental group. The Teaching Writing Texts Via Word Walls Method for Senior High
School Students provides support for the study's conclusions. Cindy Sherman's study found
that using Word Walls to teach writing had a significant impact on students' writing
achievement. Ratih Dewi Imrotul's study, using word walls and mind maps to improve pupils’
recall text writing ability, yielded useful recommendations for English teachers and future
researches. Agus Hendra Alpiansyah's research approach was pre-experimental, using word
barriers in English lessons to help pupils write better at SMPN 10 Tarakan's eighth grade
students. Purposive sampling was used to obtain samples from Class V111-1, which was chosen
because no pupils met the criteria for success in English, particularly in the writing element.
Writing tests were used as the research’s instrument. The results showed that the mean score
on the pretest was 59.52 whereas the mean score on the posttest was 73.96. At the significance
level of 0.05, the paired sample T-test produced a value of 0.00. The data analysis's findings
demonstrated that employing Word Walls while teaching has a substantial impact on students'
writing abilities. We can draw the conclusion that Word Wall can enhance the writing skills of
the eighth-graders at SMPN 10 Tarakan.

The study found a statistically significant difference in the writing abilities of students who had
been taught using the Word Walls approach and those who had not. The experimental post-test
group's mean score was 71,63, while the control group's mean score was 58,37. Using the Word
Walls approach, students were able to assess their writing and diagnose it by checking
grammar, punctuation, and paragraph structure before turning it into a new document. The
outcomes showed that the two-tail p-value was lower than the a-value (0,05). It could be argued

that the Word Walls technique greatly enhanced writing abilities.

The Word Walls method can be used to educate pupils how to write descriptive writing. The
majority of students in the experimental group showed greater improvement between their pre-
test and post-test scores, while the control group's post-test scores did not significantly
improve. The study's findings suggest that tenth graders who used the Word Walls approach

wrote more effectively, taking some time to get used to it.
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Students in SMA 01 Bengkulu Tengah's eleventh grade are more motivated to learn English
than their younger counterparts. Motivation is divided into two types: extrinsic and intrinsic.
Intrinsic motivation is self-motivated and made up of desire, effort, and attitude. Each drive
can be used to learn English in a different way.

Motivation for learning can come from both the joy of learning and a desire to feel better about
oneself. Extrinsic motivation is the result of external influences, such as passing tests, financial
gain, or future travel. Students exhibit a high level of intrinsic motivation, which is evidenced
by their desire to learn new things, love of doing so, and dedication to succeeding in their
academic endeavors. However, each extrinsic motivation indicator has a moderate level of
motivation, showing that even while kids think reading and learning English are challenging
subjects, they still have the drive and determination to learn.

Intrinsic self-desire is categorized as having a high level of motivation based on the
average of the question items. Satisfaction is categorized as having moderate motivation based
on the average calculation of all the question items. Competition is a component of the high
category level of motivation and shows that kids face challenges and competition while
studying in reading class. Good habits is categorized as having a moderate level of motivation
based on the average of all the question items. Pupils were still actively reading and learning
English despite the Covid-19 pandemic, with awareness being the highest level of motivation.
This is due to the understanding of the importance of reading and the need for independent

study, and the high level of student learning motivation in class discussion.

The average question item indicates that students are motivated to learn and
participate in class discussions during the Covid-19 pandemic due to praise and advice from
parents, friends, and teachers. Praise is categorized as having a moderate level of motivation,
while advice is categorized as having a moderate level of motivation. Teachers, parents, and
the environment have a moderate degree of motivation, indicating students are motivated to

learn if they enjoy the material, are in a comfortable setting, and have engaging lecturers.

The fourth indicator is a moderate reward level of motivation, suggesting that kids do
not expect rewards when reading and studying. The fifth indicator is punishment, which falls
into the high category degree of incentive, suggesting that pupils are participating in reading

during the Covid-19 period both as a result of punishment and out of a desire to improve.
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5. CONCLUSION

The experiment found that students who received instruction using the Word Walls
technique were much more skilled at writing descriptive prose than those who did not. A t-test
with SPSS 25 showed that 0,000 > 0,05, which led to the hypothesis that using Word Walls
had no discernible effect on students' writing skills being rejected and the hypothesis that it did
being accepted.

The researcher would wish to offer a suggestion to the teacher and the pupils after

doing this investigation. The following recommendations are offered:

1. The English teacher suggested Word Walls as a substitute tool for teaching writing because
the exercises would make the classroom more engaging and enjoyable.

2. It is advised that the students practice and have fun with this task because using the Word
Walls approach in writing may open up new perspectives for those who want to improve
their writing abilities.

3. To advance the practice of teaching and learning English, the institution should provide the
necessary media and facilities. The principle of SMA N 01 Bengkulu Tengah should also
take this into consideration.

The researcher's contribution of valuable suggestions is still needed to make this

research great so that it can be read because it is so far from perfect.
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