X

KONSELOR

Original Article Volume 14 Number 2 (2025)
https://doi.org/10.24036/02025142117-0-86

ISSM 1412-9760 (Print)
ISSM 2541-5948 (Electronics)

Mapping a Decade of Bullying Research in n
Counseling: A Bibliometric Analysis Using s
VOSviewer

Hermi Pasmawati'*, Vira Afriyatiﬁ, Dilla Astarini', Addahri Hafidz Awlawt’,
& Akhmad Rifqy Azis*

"Universitas Islam Negeri Fatmawati Soekarno Bengkulu, Indonesia

"Universitas Bengkulu, Indonesia

*Institut Agama Islam Negeri Takengon Aceh, Indonesia
*Universitas PGRI Argopuro Jember, Jawa Timur, Indonesia

Abstract: This study presents a bibliometric analysis of research trends on bullying
within the counseling field, based on 174 peer-reviewed articles indexed in the Scopus
database between 2014 and 2024. Bibliometric techniques—including keyword co-
occurrence mapping, co-authorship network analysis, and citation tracking—were
conducted using VOSviewer to identify dominant themes, influential authors and
journals, and patterns of scholarly collaboration. The analysis revealed eight major
keyword clusters, primarily centered around childhood adversity, mental health
outcomes, and counseling-based intervention strategies. Prominent contributors
included authors such as Espelage, D.L., and journals such as Children and Youth
Services Review, School Psychology International, and the Journal of Counseling &
Development. The United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia emerged as the
most productive countries, with medicine, psychology, and social sciences dominating
the subject areas. Research output peaked in 2021 and 2023. Despite the overall
growth in scholarly interest, topics such as cyberbullying and anti-violence education
remained underrepresented, indicating important gaps for future exploration. These
insights offer a clearer understanding of the field's evolution and provide valuable
direction for researchers, practitioners, and policymakers committed to advancing
bullying-related interventions in counseling contexts.
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comprehensively map the mfellectual landscape of bullying research i counseling. This would not only
help 1n 1dentifying influential works and emerging topics but also support the development of more
evidence-based, context-spectfic mterventions and policies tatlored to the counseling sefting.

Bibliomefric analysis has emerged as a powerful and systematic method for evaluating the
structure and development of scientific liferature. By quanfitatively examining patterns of publication,
citation, and collaboration, this approach enables researchers to 1dentrfy nfluential studses, prolific
authors, and core journals within a field. It also facilifates the mapping of co-authorship networks,
instifutional collaboration, and keyword co-occurrence to uncover thematie clusters and research trends
(Donthu, N., Kumar, S., Mukherjee, D., Pandey, N., & Lim, 2021; Zupie, [, & Cater, 2015) In the
context of counseling and bullying, bibliometric tools such as VOSviewer allow for visualizing the
intellectual landscape and detecting how scholarly discourse has evolved (Aria & Cuccurullo, 2017; van
Eck & Waltman, 2010) These capabilities make bibliometric analysis an essential technique for
synthesizing complex bodzes of literature and guiding future research directions.

The primary objective of this study 1s o systematically examune the body of scholarly literature
on bullying within the confext of counseling by employing bibliometric analysts. This mvestigation
spectfically focuses on how bullyng s conceptualized, addressed, and discussed 1n peer-reviewed
counseling-related research. The dataset was obtamed from the Scopus database, one of the most
comprehensive and reputable indexing platforms for academic publications across disciplines. A total
of 174 journal articles were selected based on predefined meluston criteria, which limited the scope to
English-language, peer-reviewed publications published between 2014 and 2024. The analysis was
carried ouf using VOSviewer (version 1.6.19), a specialized software tool designed for visualizing and
constructing bibliometric nefworks.

This tool enabled the generation of multiple nefwork maps that illustrate relationships among
authors, keywords, countries, mstifuftons, and cited sources. Specific bibliometric fechniques applied
include keyword co-occurrence analysis to identify thematic clusters, co-authorship nefwork analysis to
frace collaborattve relationships, and cifation analysis fo defermme the most mfluential works and
journals 1n the field. By mapping these various dimensions, the study aims to provide a structured
overview of research patterns, lughlight emerging topics and underexplored areas, and offer practical
insights for researchers, counselors, and policymakers. Ultimately, the findings are expected to
contribute to the development of evidence-informed practices and support the advancement of strategic
interventions against bullying within the counseling domain.

RESULTS

Procedure and Data Collection Process

This study employed a bibliometric approach to analyze frends m bullymg research within the
counseling context. Data collection was conducted through a systematic search i the Seopus database.
The exact search string used was: ("bullymng" AND "counseling") applied to the article fitle, abstract,



CONCLUSION

This bibliometric analysis presents a thorough summary of bullying studies conducted in the
counselling field withim the last ten years. Particularly for high-income countries, the results expose a
substantial focus on psychological well-bemng, school-based interventions, and cooperative research
nefworks. Even although the subject has developed with more research output, there are still notable
gaps—particularly in understudied areas including cyberbullying, anti-violence education, and offender
viewpomts. The predominance of Western-centric models emphasises even more the need of using
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culfurally inclusive strategies. Though they are becoming more and more important, emerging ideas
like digital counselling and restorative practices still need further research particularly in non-Western
settings. By use of keyword clustering, topical mapping offers msightful analysis of the changing study
terrain and points of view for focused mtervention development. Notwithstanding constraints on
database coverage and cifation-based measures, this study provides a basis for next investigations.
Scholars are urged to seek cross-culfural viewpomfs, target underprivileged communities, and combine
creative approaches to forward the field of bullymg and counselling 1n a more inclusive, context-
sensttive, and powerful direction.
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